
Year 4: Under Attack!  

 

Prior Learning 

History in Britain 

Year 1:  Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

Year 2: Learn about the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 

international achievements  

Learn about events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 

Year 3: Changes in Britain from the Stone age to the Iron Age 

Develop their understanding that the past can be divided into different periods of time  Explore the different 

ways we can find out about the past and how to understand the evidence  

Key Topic Vocabulary  Key Facts Key Facts 
invade to enter as an enemy in order to conquer/ rule 

battle an encounter between armies 

victory Defeating an enemy or opponent in a battle 

Voyage A long journey 

soldier A person who fights for their government and carries 

weapons.  

gladiator A man trained to fight with weapons against other men 

or wild animals in an arena.  

expedition A journey undertaken with a purpose.  

confront Come face to face with someone with aggression 

 

Diagrams, Maps or Timelines 

Romans 

 The Romans invaded Britain in 55.B.C from Rome 

(nearly 2000 years ago).  

 Julius Caesar was the man behind the invasion, with 

two Roman Legions. After winning several battles he 

moved onto France. Then he returned in 55.B.C. with 

five Roman Legions. The third invasion was led by 

Emperor  Claudius 43AD. 

 The Romans came to Britain looking for riches- land, 

slaves, iron, zinc, copper, silver and gold.  

 The Romans remained in Britain for almost 400 

years.  

 Rich Romans lived in villas and everyone else lived in 

huts.  

 Religion was a big part of the Romans daily life. They 

believed in many different gods and goddesses.  

Vikings 

 They came from Denmark, Norway and 

Sweden. 

 They sailed overseas to seach for better 

land for farms. 

 They used long ships to make their 

journey 



 

 

 

 

 The Romans left behind a legacy: calendars, 

language, straight roads, central heating, concrete 

and Roman numerals. 

Anglo-Saxons 

 When the Romans left Britain, there was no strong 

army to defend Britain and so tribes called the 

Angles, Saxons and Jutes invaded. They left their 

homelands in Germany, Denmark and Northern 

Holland and rowed across in wooden boats. 

 They ruled in England for around 500 years. They 

never went home 

 They were hunters and farmers and made 

everything out of leather. They enjoyed horse riding, 

,hunting, feasting and music making  

 Men wore tunics and women wore 

dresses with a pinafore over it.  

 

  

Homework Challenges: 

 Make a Roman Shield- research the 

style and colour carefully 

 Find as many countries as you can 

that the Romans invaded. Draw 

their flag and write a sentence to go 

with each flag 

 Make a model of a Viking longboat 

 Create either a word search linking 

to ‘The Romans’, ‘The Anglo-

Saxons’ or ‘The Vikings’.  

 Draw or paint a picture of a Viking 

God 

 Write a poem about ‘The Romans’ 

or ‘The Vikings’. 


