
       Blackshaw Primary School Year 1 Long Term Curriculum overview                                                   

“Working Together To Open A Window On The World” 
Inspiring all our learners to explore, to challenge and to innovate 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

TOPIC & Main 
Focus 

Families  Whatever the 
Weather 
Come and Join the 
Celebration  

Fairies and Frogs Never Eat Shredded 
Wheat  

How does your 
Garden Grow? 

Pupils Voice  
Here comes the 
Sun  

Science Biology 
Animals Including 
Humans 
 
Name and classify 
animals including 
humans – fish, birds, 
mammals  
 
Name and label parts 
of the human body  
 
Identify and name a 

variety of common 

animals that are birds 

 

Chemistry  
Materials  
 
Learn the names of 
the four seasons – 
Autumn, Winter, 
Spring & Summer  
 
Observe and describe 
weather associated 
with the seasons and 
how day length 
varies  
 
Identify and name a 
variety of everyday 
materials, including 
wood, plastic, glass, 
metal, water, and 
rock 
 
Know and describe 
the simple physical 
properties of a 
variety of everyday 
materials 
 

Biology 
Animals Including 
Humans 
 

Know the 

difference 

between living 

things and things 

that have never 

been alive 

 

Know that humans 

and other animals 

can produce 

offspring and that 

these offspring can 

grow into adults 

 

Know how animals 
obtain their food 
from plants and 
other animals, 
using the idea of a 
simple food chain, 
and identify and 

Chemistry  
Materials  
 
Learn the names of the 
four seasons – 
Autumn, Winter, 
Spring & Summer  
 
Observe and describe 
weather associated 
with the seasons and 
how day length varies  
 
Find out how the 
shapes of solid objects 
made from some 
materials can be 
changed by squashing, 
bending, twisting and 
stretching 
 
 
Distinguish between 
an object and the 
material from which it 
is made  
 

Biology 
Plants 
 
Know and describe 
the basic structure 
of a variety of 
common flowering 
plants, including 
trees 
 
Know and describe 
how seeds and 
bulbs grow into 
mature plants 
 
Understand the 
relationship 
between weather 
and the seasons 
and their effects 
on growing 
Find out and 
describe how 
plants need water, 
light and a suitable 
temperature to 

Physics 
Light 
 
Learn the names of 
the four seasons – 
Autumn, Winter, 
Spring & Summer  
 
Observe and 
describe weather 
associated with the 
seasons and how 
day length varies  
 
Recognise that we 
need light in order 
to see things and 
that dark is the 
absence of light  
Know, name and 
observe a variety 
of sources of light, 
including electric 
lights, flames and 
the Sun  
 

 

 



Compare and group 
together a variety of 
everyday materials 
on the basis of their 
simple physical 
properties 
 
 
 
 
 

name different 
sources of food 
 
 
 
 
 

Identify and compare 
the uses of a variety of 
everyday materials, 
including wood, metal, 
plastic, glass, brick / 
rock, and paper / 
cardboard 
 

grow and stay 
healthy 
 
Understand the 
relationship 
between weather 
and seasons and 
their effect on 
plants  
 
Name and identify 
a variety of 
common wild and 
garden plants, 
including 
deciduous and 
evergreen trees 

Recognise that 
light from the sun 
can be dangerous 
and that there are 
ways to protect 
their eyes 
 
Know that shadows 
are formed when 
the light from a 
light source is 
blocked by a solid 
object 

Working Scientifically: 

 Ask simple questions and recognise that they can be answered in different ways. 

 Observe closely, using simple equipment. 

 Perform simple tests. 

 Gather and record data to help in answering questions. 

 Use their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions. 
Gather and record data to help in answering questions. 

Computing Digital Citizenship  
Smarty the Penguin  
 
E-Safety 
Create word clouds  
representing ways to 
say safe using the 
internet 
 
Internet safety posters   
 
Digital Literacy 
Turn on laptop / IPad  

Computer Science 
Know what 
algorithms are. 
 
Verbally use 
algorithms to direct 
others around a 
simple course  
 
Sequence algorithms  
 
Digital Literacy 
Turn on laptop / IPad  

Digital Literacy 
 
Use programs such 
as; Purple Mash 
2Publish+, 2create 
a story, Textease 
Publisher, Book 
Creator (iPad App), 
and their differing 
layouts to create 
Traditional Tales 
 
Computer Science 

Computer Science 
BEEBOTS 
Directional Algorithms 
Use algorithms to 
move beetbots around 
a map  
 
Use algorithms to 
move around maze  
 
Mouse Catcher 
Algorithms 
 

Digital Literacy –  
Combine media 
and texts  
Save and store 
files Use programs 
such as; Purple 
Mash 2Publish+, 
2create a story, 
Textease  
 
Create a repeating 
flower pattern 

Computer Science 
Purple mash – 
2Code – chimp 
level  
 
Digital Literacy 
Combine media 
and texts  
 
Retrieve saved files  
Use programs such 
as; Purple Mash 



 
Log on computer / IPad 
using username and 
password  

 
Log on computer / 
IPad using username 
and password  
 
Shut down laptop / 
turn off IPad  
 
Combine media and 
texts – Purple mash 
2simple   
 
Information 
Technology 
Use the internet to 
research 
Find Google  
Type into search 
engine  

BEEBOTS 
Use accurate 
algorithms to move 
beetbots  
 
Record algorithms 
using simple 
interpretations  
 
Move beetbots 
using algorithms – 
IPads 

Information 
technology 
Use Google Earth to 
introduce Aerial Views 
 
Use Google Earth’s 
Street View to find 
home 
 
Learn to take 
screenshots and paste 
into a word processing 
program such as 
Microsoft Word, 
2publish etc. 

using a paint 
program 
 
Save and store 
files  
 
Information 
technology 
 
Learn to take 
screenshots and 
paste into a word 
processing 
program such as 
Microsoft Word, 
2publish etc. 
 
Use the internet 
to research  

2Publish+, 2create 
a story, Textease 
 
 

History Changes within living 
memory 

Events beyond living 
memory  

 
Know and understand 
simple vocabulary 
relating to the passing 
of time such as 
‘before’, ‘after’, ‘past’, 
‘present’, ‘then’ and 
‘now’  
 
Know about changes in 
their own lives  
 
Create a timeline  
 

Lives of significant 
people  

Events beyond living 
memory  

 
Bonfire Night – 
To know the story of 
Guy Fawkes and the 
Gunpowder plot 
 
To understand why 
5th November is 
celebrated every year 
 
Remembrance Day 
To know what 
Remembrance Day 
symbolises 
 

Local History 
 
Look at Samuel 
Crompton – Bolton  
 
Samuel Crompton 
invented and 
produced the 
spinning mule – 
spun yarn  
 
Bolton in the past – 
what did it look 
like when Samuel 
Crompton was 
alive  
How is if different 
from today  
 

   



Know about changes in 
the way of life of their 
family and others 
around them  
 
Know some differences 
between how people 
used to live at different 
times 
 
Ask and answer 
questions about the 
past  

To understand the 
significance linked to 
present day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask and answer 
questions about 
the past  
 
 

Geography  HUMAN & 
PHYSIACAL – Know 
the season of the 
year and how these 
effects the weather 
in the UK.  
 
Identify seasonal and 
daily weather 
patterns in the UK.  
 
Ask questions about 
the weather and 
seasons Observing 
and recording 
findings  

 LOCATIONAL - Use 
maps and globes to 
locate the UK. 
 
Name, locate and 
identify characteristics 
of the four countries 
and capital cities of the 
UK. 
 
HUMAN & PHYSIACAL 
- Use basic 
geographical vocab to 
refer to key human 
features, including: 
house, school, road as 
well as city, town, 
village and know the 
main differences 
 
Use basic geographical 
vocab to refer to key 
physical features, 
including: hill, 
mountain, river, forest  

PLACE – 
Understand the 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through studying 
the human and 
physical 
geography of a 
small area of the 
UK. 
 
Ask questions 
about human and 
physical features 
Observing and 
recording findings  
 
 

Place - Know 
where the equator, 
North and South 
Pole are on a globe 
 
Identify the 
location of hot and 
cold countries in 
relation to the 
equator and the 
North and South 
poles  



 
SKILLS & FIELDWORK -  
Observe and record 
information about a 
local area – Bolton  
 
Identify differences 
between a town, 
village and city  
 
Identify N, S, E and W 
on a compass 

Art Strand - Drawing 
Artist – Gustave Klimpt 
 
Know how to show 
how people feel in 
paintings and 
drawings. 
  
Know how to use 
pencils to create lines 
of different thickness 
in drawings. 

   Strand - Sculpture 
Artist – Antoni Guadi 

 
Describe what can be 
seen and give an 
opinion about the 
work of an artist 
ask questions about a 
piece of art 
 
Know how to create 
moods in art work 
Know how to cut, roll 
and coil materials 
know how to create a 
printed piece of art by 
pressing, rolling, 
rubbing and stamping 
 
know how to make a 
clay sculpture and 
know how to join clay 
parts together 
know how to use 
different effects within 
an IT paint package 

Strand  - Painting 
Artist – Van Gough 
 
Know the names 
of the primary and 
secondary colours.  
Know how to 
create a repeating 
pattern in print 
Ask questions 
about a piece of 
art. 
 
Know how to 
show how people 
feel in paintings 
and drawings.  
Know how to use 
pencils to create 
lines of different 
thickness in 
drawings. 

 



DT  Strand – Textiles 

Design and make a 

kite 

 

Think of ideas and 

plan what to do  

 

Investigate materials 

and explain why 

they have chosen 

materials 

 

How could kites be 

made stronger?  

  

 

Strand - 

Mechanisms  

Know what 

leavers are  

 

Know what sliders 

are  

 

Design and make 

a moving picture 

book  using 

leavers and sliders  

 

 

 

   Strand – Cooking 

/ Nutrition  

Grow own food 

Strand – Cooking / 

Nutrition  

Identify food 

groups and the 

importance of 

each group for 

health – 

Fruit & vegetables  

Protein  

Dairy 

Carbohydrates   

 

Design a healthy 

lunch  

 

Investigate where 

food comes from  

Designing – Use own ideas to design something and describe how their own idea works design a product which moves to someone else how they want to make their 
product and make a simple plan before making 
Making – use own ideas to make something, make a product which moves, choose appropriate resources and tools 
Evaluation - Describe how something works explain what works well and not so well in the model they have made 
Technical Knowledge - Make their own model stronger 
Food Technology - Cut food safely 

Music Hey You! 
Old School Hip Hop – 

Joanna Mangona  

Rhythm in the way 
we Walk and Banana 

Rap  
Dimensions of Music 
- Joanna Mangona 
 

Action Rap - Jane 
Sebba  

In the Groove  
Blues, Baroque, 
Latin, Bhangra,   
Folk and Funk - 

Joanna Mangona 

Round and Round  
Latin Bossa Nova - 
Joanna Mangona 

Your Imagination 
Joanna Mangona 
& Pete Readman  

Reflect, Rewind 
and Replay 

Classical Music  

 Listen & Appraise – Identify a variety of musical styles from different times – Hip Hop 
Musical Activities Singing- Know what pitch is. Discriminate between high and low sounds  
Playing Instruments -Know what an un-tuned instrument is and name some. Can name the 4 instrumental families and musical 
instruments within them  
Improvisation -Improves using body percussion with increasing confidence 



Composition- Know that composition is creating very simple rhythms and melodies that are notated or recorded in some way so that you 
can play/perform 
Perform and Share -Perform in a group  or as a solo with increasing confidence 
Composition- Know what notation is? Know that music can be recorded using symbols 
 

RE Who is a Christian and 
what do they believe? 
 
Who is Jesus and why 
is he important to 
Christians? 
 
What can I learn from 
the stories that Jesus 
told? 
 
NEW TESTAMENT 
FOCUS 

How and why do we 
celebrate special 

times? 
 
What do you 
celebrate and why? 
 
 

Who is a Muslim 
and what do they 

believe? 
 

Why is the Quran 
important to 
Muslims? 
 
What do Muslims 
believe about God? 
 
What matters most 
to me? 
What are my big 
questions about 
God? 

What does it mean to 
belong? 

 
How do we belong to 
other people? 
 
Why do some believe 
they belong to God? 
 
What do we do at 
different times of our 
lives to show that we 
belong? 

How do we show 
we care for 

others? 
 
Who should we 
care for? 
 
How can I show 
that I care? 

Why should we 
care for the earth? 

 
What is important 
to me about caring 
for the earth? 
 
What do religions 
say about how we 
should treat the 
earth?  

PE 
 

Send & Receive  Dance  Gymnastics   Attack & Defend  
Football   

Athletics Competitive  

PSHE 
 
  

Recognise what is kind 
and unkind behaviour 

Understand that family 
and friends should care 
for each other 
Recognise how their 
behaviour affects other 
people Consider 
different types of 
teasing and bullying, 
understand that 
bullying is wrong and 
know how to get help 
to deal with bullying 

Learn about others 
Reflect on the 
similarities and 
differences between 
people Recognise 
right and wrong, 
what is fair and 
unfair and explain 
why Recognise and 
respect similarities 
and differences 
between people 
Recognise the 
difference between 
right and wrong and 

Learn about bullies 
and bullying 
behaviour     

Understand that 
bullying is wrong  

Understand the 
difference 
between impulsive 
and considered 
behaviour 
Recognise how 
their behaviour 
affects other 
people  Consider 
different types of 

Importance of 
maintaining personal 

hygiene 
Learn to eradicate 
germs and the spread 
of diseases by washing 
hands Understand how 
germs spread 
infections and diseases 
Make simple choices 
that improve their 
health and well-being 
e.g. healthy eating 
Manage basic personal 
hygiene  

Understand that 
people and other 
living things have 

needs and that 
they have 

responsibilities to 
meet them 

Learn about 
responsibility to 
others PW10 
Make positive 
real-life choices 
Work 
independently and 
in groups, taking 

Learn about 
making positive 
choices and how 
they can lead to 

happiness 
Recognise, name 
and manage their 
feelings in a 
positive way 
Recognise how 
their behaviour 
affects other 
people  
Recognise how 
their behaviour 



Recognise right and 
wrong  
Recognise how 
attitude and 
behaviour, including 
bullying, may affect 
others 
Recognise how their 
behaviour and that of 
others may influence 
people both positively 
and negatively 
 

what is fair and 
unfair 
Learn about the 
importance of using 
the internet safely  
Recognise that there 
are people who care 
for and look after 
them Seek help from 
an appropriate adult 
when necessary 
Know how to keep 
safe and how and 
where to get help 
Recognise and 
respond to issues of 
safety relating to 
themselves and 
others and how to 
get help  
Recognise and 
manage risk in 
everyday activities 
Use strategies to stay 
safe when using ICT 
and the internet  
Use ICT safely 
including using 
software features 
and settings  
Respond to 
challenges, including 
recognising, taking 
and managing risk  
 

teasing and 
bullying, 
understand that 
bullying is wrong 
and know how to 
get help to deal 
with bullying 
Recognise the 
difference 
between good and 
bad choices 
Recognise how 
attitude and 
behaviour, 
including bullying, 
may affect others 
Recognise how 
attitude, behaviour 
and peer pressure 
can influence 
choice and 
behaviour, 
including dealing 
with bullying 
Recognise how 
their behaviour 
and that of others 
may influence 
people both 
positively and 
negatively 

 on different roles 
and collaborating 
towards common 
goals  
Take the lead, 
prioritise actions 
and work 
independently and 
collaboratively 
towards goals 
Consider ways of 
looking after the 
school or 
community and 
how to care for 
the local 
environment 
Express views and 
take part in 
decision-making 
activities to 
improve their 
immediate 
environment or 
community 

and that of others 
may influence 
people both 
positively and 
negatively  
 

Outdoor Learning Fire safety 
 

Strand - Printing   
Use leaves to create 
prints  

Design and make 
Bird homes 
  

Make Bird feeders  
 

Like cycle of a frog  
 

Sun catchers  
 



Autumn walk –identify 
signs of autumn  
 
Strand - Collage Use 
natural materials to 
create collage  

 
Fire safety 
 
Firework pictures  

Winter walk – 
identify signs of 
winter  
 
Commando Jo – 
Traditional Tales  

Use compasses to map 
out landmarks  
 
Bird identification  
Design and make a 
plant pot  
 
Spring walk - identify 
signs of spring  
 

Observational 
drawing  
 
Bug hunting  
Bug identification  
 
Name common 
wild plants  
 
Identify deciduous 
and evergreen 
trees  
 
Living and non-
living  

Summer walk - 
identify signs of 
summer  

 

 


