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Dear Parents, 
 
 Welcome back to the new school year we hope that you have had a good 
summer.  
 This letter is to inform you of the work that we shall be covering this half term 
and ways in which you can help your child. 
 Year five is a vital year and one in which the children will have to work 
extremely hard. As always we will be relying on your support to help your child 
reach their potential.  

 
Literacy:  In our literacy lessons we shall be looking at 
narrative texts and for the first couple of weeks enjoying a 
story written by Michael Morpurgo and then we shall be 
reading a magical tale ‘Leon and the Place Between’ and 
studying a short animated film.  
We shall be looking at grammatical aspects of writing: how 
we need to adapt our writing for different readers; how to 

make sentences better; formation of complex sentences. 
Please continue to encourage your child to read a variety of texts; fiction and 
non fiction books, newspapers, instructions in cookery books, games etc. 
They need to read regularly for speed and stamina. Please could you sign 
your child’s Home-school diary if you have listened to your child read, you 
have read to them or if they have read independently. Children will have a 
book in class to read independently and they can also choose and sign out a 
library book to take home if they wish. 
Spelling is a major focus in school and the children will be practising spellings 
and patterns regularly. They will be tested weekly (Fridays) - sometimes on 
key words and sometimes on the application of the patterns learned in class 
e.g. silent letters. There are spellings that the children must learn and these 
will be in their independent learning log along with the previous year’s spelling 
list.  
 
Maths: One vital skill that all the children need to acquire is to know their 
times tables; also they will need to practice their mental arithmetic skills. If you 

have access to the internet at home there are lots of games to make 
learning these fun, for example on the BBC website and a website 

called mathszone. Practising their basic skills will allow them to 
progress further with the work we cover in class. The children still 

have their Timestables Rockstar log in details so they can practise 
regularly. 

 
Topic:  Our topic this term is called Abracadabra. The 
children will complete lots of different activities which involve 
investigating the properties of different materials and their 
behaviour. We shall be working with lots of different foods 
and baking. 

 



Independent Learning Logs: Lots of children particularly when they get to 
year 5 extend their learning at home, researching our topics further and 
investigating items that have interested them. We shall be issuing each child 
with a learning log to explore topics. This is an ongoing project and the 
children have some choice over their learning. Please ensure they complete 
at least 3 activities. There will also be a knowledge organiser which will outline 
the main vocabulary and knowledge your child will need to know within a topic 
– please work with your child in supporting them with this 
 
PE and games: Your child will need to have both outdoor and indoor kit in 
school every Tuesday and it is vital that this includes appropriate footwear.  
 
Staff in Year 5:  Mrs Adams is the class teacher and initially Mrs Long will be 
supporting the class most mornings. Additionally, Mrs Alston will cover 
Wednesday and Thursday afternoon. We also have Mrs Woodcock and Ms 
Whelan supporting in class at different times. 
This term you can help your child by ensuring that they read every day and 
that they complete their homework. Homework is usually given out on Friday 
(maths and spellings). 
We are available on Tuesday evenings from 3.30 – 4pm should you wish to 
make an appointment to speak to us about any concerns.  
 
We aim to provide quality education in a caring environment and your support 
helps us to achieve these objectives. Please contact school if you would like 
any further information or feel that we can help in any way.  
By working together we can achieve more for your child. 
 
Thank you for your continuing support 
 
 
Mrs L Adams and the Year 5 Team 


