
Year 2 : Famous Faces 

 

Prior Learning 
Year 1 – Know about changes in the way of life of their family and others around them  
Know some differences between how people used to live at different times. (Guy Fawkes and the Gun Powder Plot) 
Year 2 - Learn about the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international 
achievements. Learn about events beyond living memory that are significant nationally (Great Fire of London) or globally 
(Moon Landing). 

Vocabulary Key Facts Diagrams, Maps or Timelines 

Bakery: a shop where bread and cakes are made.  
Oven: a place where food is cooked. Today we use gas or electricity to heat 
ovens but in 1666 they burnt wood to heat the oven.  
Leather bucket: Leather is a material and was what buckets were made 
from before plastic was invented.  
Fire hooks: Giant hooks used to pull houses down.  
Fire break: When buildings are destroyed to make a break so the fire can’t 
spread to the next building.  
Flammable: when something burns easily.  
King Charles II: the King of England in 1666.  
Samuel Pepys: a famous man who wrote a diary about the fire.  
Eyewitness: a person who saw an event and can therefore describe it.   
St Paul’s Cathedral: A famous Christian church which burnt down during 
the fire. It was rebuilt and still exists today.   
Tower of London: Where the King lived in 1666. It did not catch fire 
because the fire was stopped just before it reached the place. 
Timeline: the order in which events happened. 
Source: shows information about the past Reliable: can be trusted  
Embers:  burning remains of a fire.  

 On 2nd September 1666 a fire broke out at a 
baker’s home on Pudding lane. The fire spread 
quickly and lasted for 4 days. This became 
known as the Great Fire of London. 

 On the 16th of July 1969 the American Apollo 
11 space mission was launched. On board 
were 3 astronauts; Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin 
and Michael Collins. 4 days later they landed 
on the moon. Neil Armstrong was the 1st 
astronaut to leave the lander and set foot on 
the moon 

 

 
 

Other Interesting facts: 

 Houses were built near together and made of 
flammable materials so that the fire spread 
easily. Over the years, this brought about 
changes in legislation on the building of 
houses in England which is why this is a 
significant event of the past. These changes 
however were largely ignored until drastic 
events like the GFoL. After the GFoL, London 
Fire Brigade was set up to help prevent 
disasters like this from happening again. 

 The personal experiences of many Londoners 
during the fire are glimpsed in letters and 
memoirs. Many unknown artists painted 
scenes of the fire from the river or the 
surrounding areas. Samuel Pepys’ diary:  
recorded the events of the GFoL and his own 
reactions day by day 

                   
 
King Charles II- A contemporary account said that 
King Charles in person worked manually, on Monday 
afternoon/evening, to help throw water on flames 
and to help demolish buildings to make a firebreak. 
 
Samuel Pepys: (1633-1703) was an administrator of 
the navy of England and Member of Parliament who is 
most famous for the diary he kept for a decade which 
included the events of the GFoL 
 

Homework Task 

Over the next few weeks we will be looking at the Great Fire of 

London. For their homework task I would like the children to make 

a Tudor style house using paper and cereal boxes. (No plastic.) 

These houses will represent a house from the Great Fire of London. 

We have arranged for the Fire Brigade to come into school to 

safely set alight the house to show the children how quickly fire 

spreads. 



 


