
Year 3 : It’s All Greek to Me! 

 

Prior Learning 

Forces and Magnets 

Year 1 – We can distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made, identify and name a 

variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock. Describe the simple physical 

properties of a variety of everyday materials. 

Year 2 – We can identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, 

plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses. Find out how the shapes of solid objects made 

from some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching. 

 

Vocabulary – Ancient Greece Key Facts Diagrams, Maps or Timelines 
 

Democracy - a system of government by the whole population or all 

the eligible members of a state, typically through elected 

representatives. 

 

Alphabet -  a set of letters or symbols in a fixed order used to 

represent the basic set of speech sounds of a language, especially the 

set of letters from A to Z. 

 

Olympic games -  an ancient Greek festival consisting of contests in 

athletics, poetry, and music, held every four years at Olympia to 

honour Zeus 

 

The Greek Empire 
The earliest Greek civilizations thrived nearly 4,000 years 
ago.  
The Ancient Greeks lived in Greece and the countries that 
we now call Bulgaria and Turkey.  
The Ancient Greek Empire spread over Europe as far as 
France in the East. It was most powerful between 2000 BC 
and 146 BC. 
Ancient Greece was split into many different states; each 
one was ruled in its own way. Each state had its own laws, 
government and money but they shared the same religion 
and language. The two most important city states were 
Athens and Sparta.  
The Greek Legacy 
The Ancient Greeks developed new ideas for government, 
science, philosophy, religion and art. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tunic- a loose garment, typically sleeveless and reaching to the 

knees, as worn in ancient Greece and Rome. 

 

Athens and Sparta- the two most important states in Ancient Greece. 

 

Parthenon - the temple of Athena Parthenos on the Acropolis at 

Athens, completed c438 b.c. by Ictinus and Callicrates and decorated 

by Phidias: regarded as the finest Doric temple. 

 

Doric stone column - Relating to or denoting a classical order of 

architecture characterized by a sturdy fluted column and a thick 

square abacus resting on a rounded moulding. 

 

Myths and legends are a folklore genre consisting of narratives or 

stories that play a fundamental role in a society, such as foundational 

tales or origin myths. The main characters in myths are usually gods, 

demigods or supernatural humans. 

 

Democracy 
They introduced democracy and the idea of Trial by Jury. 
The word 'democracy' is Greek. It means government by 
the people. Our democracy is a legacy of the Athenians and 
their assemblies and councils.  
The Alphabet 
The Ancient Greeks played an important part in the 
development of the alphabet. The first two letters of the 
Greek alphabet - alpha and beta - have given us the word 
'alphabet'. 
Sport- The first Olympic Games were held in 776 BC at the 
Greek city of Olympia.  
The Marathon - Pheidippides ran from Athens to Sparta to 
ask for help against the Persians just before the Battle of 

the Marathon (490 BC).  
Architecture 
Throughout the world, buildings have been constructed in 
the style of Ancient Greece. The British Museum is an 
example of this.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Homework Challenges: 

Produce a tourist information leaflet about 
Greece (Ancient and Modern) listing 
places of interest. 

 
Learn some Greek words. 
 
Look at different shapes in Greek 
architecture. 
 
Make Greek masks linked to myths e.g. 
Minotaur, Gorgon sisters. 
 
Make a model of a Greek temple. 

 



 

Year 6 : Lights, Camera, Action!  

 

Prior Learning 

Electricity: 

Year 4 – identify common appliances that run on electricity. Construct simple circuits, naming and identifying 

basic parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers. Identify whether or not a lamp will light in a simple 

series circuit. Recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and associate this with whether or not a lamp will 

light in a simple series circuit. Recognise some common conductors and insulators, including good insulators.  

 

Vocabulary – Electricity Key Facts Diagrams, Maps or Timelines 
Conductor  Some materials let electricity pass through them easily. 

These materials are known as electrical conductors. 

Insulator Plastic, wood, glass and rubber are good electrical 
insulators. 

Socket A socket is a safe device to plug your electrical items into at 
home. Almost every room at home will have at least one 
socket. 

Series 
circuits 

A series circuit is one that has more than one resistor, but 

only one path through which the electricity (electrons) 

flows. 

Cells An electrical cell is a device that is used to generate 

electricity, or one that is used to make chemical reactions 

possible by applying electricity. 

Volts Voltage is an electrical potential difference, the difference 

in electric potential between two places. 

Generator  A machine that converts energy into electricity. 

Turbine A machine that creates continuous power in which a wheel, 

or something similar, moves round and round by fast 

moving water, steam, gas or air. 

Fuses These are safety devices. A fuse is a strip of wire that melts 

and breaks an electric circuit if it goes over a safe level. 

Thomas 
Edison  

He was a great inventor that came up with a way of making 

the electric light bulb accessible for homes, industry and 

outside in the streets. 
 

Know that the brightness of a bulb is associated with 

the voltage. 

Compare and give reasons for variations in how 

components function. 

Use recognised symbols when representing a simple 

circuit in a diagram. 

Construct simple series circuits. 

Be able to answer questions about what happens when 

they try different components, for example; switches, 

bulbs, buzzers and motors.  

Tricky light knowledge:  
Electricity travels at the speed of light. That's more than 
186,000 miles per second! 
Electricity comes from the power station, the wind, the 
sun, water and even an animal’s poo! 
Electricity is a type of energy that builds up in one place 
(static), or flows from one place to another (current 
electricity). 
Coal is the biggest source of energy for producing 
electricity. Coal is burned in furnaces that boil water 
and create steam. 
A popular way of generating electricity is through 
hydropower. This is a process where electricity is made 
by water which spins turbines attached to generators. 
A bolt of lightning can measure up to 3,000,000 volts, 
and lasts less than one second! 

 

 

 


