
Year 4 : Science- Changing State 
 Prior Learning:  

Year 2: Materials -  Know how materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching.  

- Know why a material might or might not be used for a specific job.  

Key Vocabulary  Key Facts Homework/ Challenges 
 

Solid Hard, firm and stable in shape. A solid stays in one 

place and does not flow.   

Liquid They can be poured and flow easily. Liquids take 

shape of their container.  

Gas They often cannot be seen, Their particles are 

spread out and not rigid.  

Water Cycle The cycle of processes by which water circulates 

between the Earth’s oceans, atmosphere and land.  

Condensation The change of water vapour (gas) into droplets of 

water (liquid)  

Evaporation The change of water from liquid into a gas called 

water vapour.  

Freezing When a liquid changes into a solid (changes state) due 

to a change in temperature 

Melting When a solid turns into a liquid (changes state) due 

to a change in temperature  

 

Know the features of a solid: 
 Solids stay in one place and can be held. 

  Solids keep their shape. They do not flow like liquids. 

 Solids can be cut or shaped. 

 Even though they can be poured, sugar, salt and flour 

are all   solids. Each particle of salt, for example, keeps 

the same shape and volume 

 

Know the features of a liquid:  

 Liquids can flow or be poured easily. They are not easy 

to hold. 

 Liquids change their shape depending on the container 

they are in. 

 Even when liquids change their shape, they always take 

up the same amount of space. Their volume stays the 

same 

 

Know the features of a gas:  

 Gases are often invisible. 

 Gases do not have a fixed shape. They spread out and 

change their shape and volume to fill up whatever 

container they are in. 

 

 Create a video explaining the differences 

between solids, liquids and gases.  

 

 Write down as many different solids, 

liquids and gases as you can that are in 

your house.  

 

 Look around your house and outdoors, 

can you see any examples of 

condensation and evaporation? Write 

them down!  

 

Timelines/ Diagrams 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


