
Year 6 : The Maya 

 

Prior Learning 

 

The achievements of the earliest civilisations – Ancient Egyptians 

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world 

The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

Vocabulary  Key Facts  Diagrams, Maps or Timelines 

glyphs Symbols used in the Mayan writing system. 

Each symbol represents a word or sound. 

codices Books created by the Mayans. They were 

made of soft bark and folded like a fan. 

Chichen Itza The Mayans most well-known pyramid. 

cacao Seeds that the Maya used to make 

chocolate. 

Ahau/ahaw 

batab 

The main king or lord of a Maya city-state. 

A lesser lord, usually ruling over a small 

town. 

Itzamna 

 

The main god of the Maya, Itzamna was the 

god of fire who created the Earth. 

huipil A traditional garment worn by Maya women.  

Kin Word representing a day in the Maya 

calendar. 

Important dates 

 

2500 BC 

910 AD  

 

Start and end of the Ancient 

Mayan civilisation 

250 AD 

 

Start of classical period of Mayan 

civilisation 

 

1605AD 

 

Spanish invaders 

conquistadors) arrive in 

Mesoamerica 

 

21st December 2012 

 

The Mayans predicted the end of 

the world would happen on this 

date fortunately, they were 

wrong! 

Civilisation 
•Mayan society was based in what is known as Mesoamerica. 

•The Mayan was organised into city states; each city state was 

ruled by a different noble family. 

•Mayan people lived in settlements with a central 

temple/pyramid as a focal point. 

•Mayan city states traded with each other -sometimes using 

cacao beans as money. 

•Chichen Itza (what remains of it) is a popular tourist 

attraction. 

•There are lots of different theories about what happened to 

the Maya. 

 

Homework ideas: 

 

Try some Maya pictograms, number systems/ glyph writing 

Create your own Maya god headwear  

Research further into the link between the Amazonian 

rainforest and the Mayas 

Make a model from the Mayan era e.g Chichen Itza, main 

buildings. Or What could you make out of stones? 

Create a day in the life of a Maya person. 

Any other ideas are welcomed! 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Did you know?  

The Mayan idea of beauty 

included a flattened 



 

Kukulcan The serpent god of the Maya. One of the 

primary gods, especially to the Itza peoples 

of Chichen Itza.  

Uinal Word for a month in the Maya calendar. It 

was 20 days long.  

 

forehead, cross eyes, tattoos, 

teeth filing and large noses. 

 


